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The

News
Bringing you the News from Carew in the south to Alford Forest in the north and all places in between.

NOVEMBER 2024
Issue Ninety Two

Foothil
ls

In the wake of the Canterbury earthquakes, the original Sharplin 
Falls walkway was deemed unsafe and the Department of 
Conservation closed the track to public use.  The Mount Somers 
Walkways Society refused to accept that this was to be the 
end.  Last year after working closely with the Christchurch based 
company Engineering Design Consultants,  two new bridges 
and a lookout platform were designed and built and the track 
reopened. This great partnership was recognized last week by the 
presentation of an award in Christchurch at the prestigious NZ ACE 
engineering awards and attended by some of our great volunteers. 
The award recognizes -  Outstanding community engagement and 
collaboration.  Once again  thousands of people are able to enjoy 
the walkway to Tāhekeru / Sharplin Falls. Great work!

Foothills Volunteers Recognized Again
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144 Moore Street, Ashburton
www.mypc.nz
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Ashburton Forks Storage Units
9 and 6 metre deep units with Extra Height

to accommodate Boats, Motorhomes, Caravans etc.
24/7 monitored security. Power and lights in each unit.

To check availablity contact
Daisy on 03 3030 802
or message 021 212 3181

LIMITED 
SPACES

1807 Ashburton Staveley Rd
(AshForksEngineering)

Check out our webpage
storage-ashforks.co.nz/home/

º

Changed Lives
How a terminal diagnosis can 

impact the whole family
In his recently published book, “Life of Dai”, comedian Dai 
Henwood writes that a terminal diagnosis “changes not only 
your life, but also alters the lives of those around you.” It seems 
obvious, but often everyone’s focus is on the person who isn’t 
well, when in fact, the entire family is impacted by this news. 

A husband or partner may now have to be a caregiver. Children 
must learn to live with a parent who can no longer do the 
things they used to. A parent may now have to support a sick 
child. Everyone’s roles change.

A sense of perspective is helpful when families are faced with 
big changes. Along with the challenges of health, finance and 
future plans, small things can derail the best of intentions. 
Having to suddenly manage lawn mowing, putting out the 
rubbish, dealing with laundry and the odd marauding vermin 
when they haven’t been your areas of expertise, can be a real 
test of one’s equilibrium. 

While HMC can’t solve all the challenges, they are able to 
give free support in a number of ways. Counselling, including 
strategies for managing, is available for clients and their 
families as they adjust to the new reality. Complementary 
therapies, including massage, reflexology and reiki, can 
provide relaxation and some relief from symptoms. 

There is a lively activity programme on offer at Kōwhai House 
including Armchair Travel, pamper sessions and arts and 
crafts. Volunteers can provide transport if needed. 

Maintaining mobility is important and the physical therapy 
classes run by Matt Roxburgh, a specialist trainer from EA 
Networks, are a popular option to help maintain strength. 
The classes are tailored to suit each person and provide a safe, 
supportive environment with lots of laughter. 

As the illness progresses, the needs of the client and the family 
will change. Isolation may become a problem and HMC 
has volunteers who can assist with sitting and outings. This 
provides some respite for caregivers and a welcome change for 
the person who isn’t well. 

With all the challenges that a terminal diagnosis can create for 
a family, HMC provides support every step of the way. 

 If you or someone you care about has a life limiting illness and 
would like our support, contact us on 307 8387, or 027 227 
8387 or email manager@hospicemc.nz .

 See also our website www.hospicemc.nz  and look for Hospice 
Mid Canterbury on our facebook and Instagram pages.
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Fee Ensor

021 705 014   |   03 423 2460 

fe e @ e n s o ra n d co . n z   |   e n s o ra n d co . n z

Priced:             $295,000

Reference:       RX4230558
View by appointment

» 56 Memorial Crescent, Methven» Stage 14, Camrose Estate, Methven

Sale By Negotiation

Reference:       RX4260074
View by appointment

Ensor      Co maximising your results everytime. 

 » 124 Ashburton Gorge Road, Mt Somers

3 2 21
Priced:               $570,000

Reference:         RX4259690
View by appointment

3 3 21.5
Sale By Negotiation 

Reference:       RX4129841
View by appointment 

» 10C Burbank Place, Methven

3 1.5 21

» 17 Spaxton Street, Methven

Sale By Negotiation 

Reference:     RX4286198
View by appointment

      » 1 Gleniffer Place, Methven

3 2 21

Deadline Sale Closes 4 Nov

Reference:       RX4320468
View by appointment

2 1 21

» 15 Main Street, Methven

Designed by renowned architect Paul Pasce, this charming 180sqm 
mid-century home is a timeless gem. Nestled on an expansive 9018sqm lot 
on the edge of Methven, it features two bedrooms, a sunroom and a modern 
bathroom adding a touch of contemporary to this classic retreat.

Outside discover a 341sqm shed (once a machinery museum), that not only 
provides ample storage but endless possibilities. Established garden surround the 
property offering privacy and plenty of room for outdoor enjoyment.

FEE ENSOR 
ANDCO REALTY 24 LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

FEE ENSOR 
ANDCO REALTY 24 LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

FEE ENSOR 
ANDCO REALTY 24 LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

FEE ENSOR 
ANDCO REALTY 24 LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

FEE ENSOR 
ANDCO REALTY 24 LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

FEE ENSOR 
ANDCO REALTY 24 LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

FEE ENSOR 
ANDCO REALTY 24 LTD LICENSED REAA 2008

Priced:             $815,000
Reference:       RX4254921
View by appointment

440m2 - 605m2 1469m2 

NEW LISTING



 

ISSUE NINETY TWO The Nor’wester  NOVEMBER  2024

4

FORAGE  
HARVESTING
Complete forage harvesting 
service. Mow, rake, chop,  
cart, stack & weighbridge

MAIZE
Talk to us about  
buying/selling maize

WINDROWING
MacDon tractor units
Variety of Mower,  
Auger & Draper fronts

Robert Love
Cultivation, Windrowing  
& Feed Trading 

Ph 027 304 8837

CULTIVATION
n  Cultivation

n  Reversable ploughing

n  Sumo trio

n  Heva discs & rollers

n  8.5m Sunflower cultivator

n  6m leveller

n  6m Allen Drill, direct & 
conventional, seed & fert

n  6m Vaderstad Tempo fodder 
beet & Maize drill, fert

n  6m Horsch Pronto DC drill  
- seed & insecticide boxes for 
cultivated ground.

BALING
n  4x3, 3x3 square bales

n  Round bales

n  Mow, mow-condition

n  Tedder, rake, bale, tube  
& individually wrap & cart

STRAW & 
BALEAGE SUPPLY 

Contact us for Customised 
Deals for straw delivered at 
harvest time so you can get 
the best quality straw at 
very competitive prices

Dan Collins 
Baling & Silage  
Ph 021 069 9926email office@loveag.nz
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PLUMBING & DRAINLAYING
CRAFTSMAN PLUMBER / REGISTERED DRAINLAYER

Phone: 03 693-8512 • Mobile: 0274 373 158
33 South Terrace, Geraldine

• NEW HOUSING
• REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
• ROOF REPAIRS
• RENOVATIONS

• DRAIN CLEANING
• LOGFIRE INSTALLATIONS
• CONCRETE CORING
• BACKFLOW TESTING

For a
first Rate job

call usMaster
Plumbers
Gasfitters
Drainlayers

There has been a lot of work happening lately to get 
test wait times down to an acceptable level. To help 
with this, NZTA have changed the length of time you 
can drive on an overseas license. From November you 
will be able to drive on your overseas license for 18 
months from your last arrival into New Zealand. This 
gives you an extra six months to convert your license, 
but don’t leave it too long before starting to prepare for 
your license conversion.
The time extension is only available for two years, then 
it reverts back to 12 months.
Just remember, once you have been issued a New 
Zealand license, you can no longer drive on your 
overseas license, even if you leave the country and 
come back later.
We are starting to see a reduction in wait times for 
tests, so don’t forget to check for cancellations, if you 
are ready to do your test earlier.
We are getting lots of registrations for our March Road 
Code course already, so the need is still there. It’s 
wonderful to see so many referrals from past students 
and it’s always a joy to see past students out in the 
community enjoying their independence.
Many thanks to the Community Trust Mid and South 
Canterbury for supporting us again with a generous 
grant. This enables us to continue helping so many 
people into their driver’s license. We can’t run our 
programme without the support of our sponsors.
If you would like to be part of this amazing programme, 
as a student, driving mentor or to volunteer in other 
ways, we would love to hear from you. Please contact 
Wendy Hewitt on 027 611 3301 or wendy.hewitt@safer.
org.nz
We are also on Facebook, just search for the Mid 
Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme.
 Sita Lamichhane & mentor Janak Bastakoti

The Mid Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme is a 
partnership with the Mid Canterbury Rural Support Trust 
and is proudly sponsored by Waka Kotahi, Advance 
Ashburton Community Foundation, Ashburton District 
Council, The Lion Foundation, COGs and Community 
Trust Mid & South Canterbury.

Wendy Hewitt
Rural Licensing Co-Ordinator
Safer Mid Canterbury
255 Moore Street, Ashburton 7700
Ph: 027 611 3301
wendy.hewitt@safer.org.nz
 
Office hours -  Monday to Friday 8.30 am to 4.30 pm
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The Old Post Office Library

Steady As You Go (SAYGO)
You could save yourself from a fall by attending SAYGO classes.

SAYGO improves:
Balance & leg strength • Flexibility • General fitness & well-being
• Falls are the most common cause of injury in older people
• One third of people over 65 fall each year
• Half of people over 80 fall each year
• Designed for men and women
• Falls are not a natural part of ageing and are almost always
  associated with weakened leg muscles and poor balance
So come and join us for an hour. Classes every Wednesday, 
Staveley Hall 1.30pm. For enquiries, phone Annette Syme 3030 803

Mt Somers Community
Christmas Morning Tea
Thursday 12 December 10.30
at 62 Ashburton Gorge Road

everyone welcome. 
Please bring a small gift 

and a small plate to share.

Contact Ro Findlay 021 295 3640

In this newsletter I would like to thank those who have donated new 
books. Although they are technically secondhand, they have only been 
read once. These books mean we are not buying them at full price 
and therefore save us many dollars. And if we already have the book 
on the shelves, then they generally appear on the outside shelves. It’s 
always worth checking there……Our overflow from the library is 
put there, and it seems more and more people are putting their latest 
read on those shelves, for others to pick up.
 It’s a great system. I met a truck driver recently who swings by Mt 
Somers whenever he is in the area ,  just to check the shelves.
The latest donation is
‘The Fog’ by Brooke Hardwick.
I haven’t come across this book before, and  don’t know anything about 
it. But it looks good!! Described as a psychological thriller, it takes 
place on the remote island of Rathlin in the freezing Irish Channel. 
Kate arrives for a ten day writers retreat desperate to understand the 
breakdown of her marriage and to sort out the memories that plague 
her. Described as ‘a mind-bending gut punch of a novel’
‘By Any Other Name’ by Jodi Picoult. 
She is the No 1 New York Times bestselling author of popular fiction 
, and we have several of her books in the library: ‘Mad Honey’  ‘My 
Sister’s Keeper’  ‘Handle With Care’ etc This new book is a sweeping 
tale of ambition, courage and desire that explores the ways in which 
two women, centuries apart, are forced to hide behind another name 
to make their voices heard. All her books seem to carry a message and 
at first glance, this one doesn’t seem any different. The novel has been 
inspired by the story of the playwright Emilia Bassano who has been 
credited with writing some of Shakespeare’s works. Interesting!!!!!
‘The Road to Chatto Creek’ by Matt Chisholm
This  book has been in the bookshops for some months now and has 
proved popular so maybe we need our own copy. It is the true story 
of how this popular broadcaster and comedian left the rat race of 
Auckland to go farming in Central Otago. He writes candidly about 
the joys of being in a farming community, making new friendships, 
the realities of farm life and his work as an Ambassador for Rural Trust 
Support where he gives talks on mental health to farmers around NZ. 
A great read for those who enjoy a good yarn or two.

‘The Last Muster’ by Carly Thomas….. a nostalgic journey into 
New Zealand’s high country.
Stories about horses , the men who ride them, dogs ,high country 
stations ,and heaps of farming history as well. The stations included 
are Greenstone, St James, Muller, Middlehirst, Awapiri, Mangaheia, 
Smedley, and many more. Interesting photographs are aplenty. A must 
read for anyone interested in NZ’s high country or have worked on 
some of these places.
‘The Silence Factory’ by Bridget Collins. 
This author has two other books in the library: ‘The Binding’ and 
‘The Betrayals’. Both these books were excellent and popular so I’m 
guessing this latest one will be too…It seems to be about deafness, 
silk factories, and corruption. What could be more intriguing?
‘Three Wild Dogs and the Truth’ by Mark Zusak. This man wrote 
the wonderful ‘The Book Thief ’ so this new book of his promises 
much.It is non fiction… the Zusak family open their doors and 
hearts to three big wild pound-hardened dogs. It could only be chaos!
This is a tender, motley and exquisitely written memoir about the 
human need for both connection and disorder; a love letter to the 
animals who bring hilarity and beauty into our lives and change us 
forever. This hardcover comes very highly recommended for all readers, 
not just dog lovers.
‘Here one Moment’ by Liane Moriarity.
Another well loved author of Big Little Lives, The Husbands Secret, 
Apples Never Fall.
The blurb on the back cover caught my eye immediately…..’ a flight 
from Hobart to Sydney will be smooth, it will land safely, everyone 
will get off the plane,
But almost all of them will be changed forever. ?????
Because something extraordinary happens……’
You’ll have to read it to find out! 
‘The Lie’ by Mary Chamberlain. 
I have just finished this book and it kept me guessing. It has some 
interesting twists I just couldn’t predict. 
The story about two sisters who have a difficult relationship and their 
struggle with each other at different times in their lives. It flits around 
a bit but once you are familiar with the style it is an easy read. The 
sisters have alternate chapters and sometimes different timelines. The 
story is strong though and comes through quite clearly. so in spite 
of the time lines the story still flows smoothly. I recommend it for a 
‘different but good’ read.
‘Walk the Blue Fields’ by Claire Keegan. This author writes stunning 
short reads. This is another one…a collection of Irish short stories 
where often the last paragraph will leave you reeling. Well worth 
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picking up to see what can be accomplished in a few pages by a 
craftswoman of the written word. 
‘The Small Museum’ by Jody Cooksley. 
This book held my interest throughout, in a gothic creepy way.I learnt 
plenty from this book, and am excited to know there will be a sequel 
next year. Thank goodness, as I wanted more!
Set in Victorian London,Madeline Brewster’s marriage  to Dr Lucien 
Everly was meant to be a solution to her family’s sullied name. And 
the good doctor’s sister ‘s philanthropic work with fallen women also 
add to the polished reputation of the family. However Maddie is 

not welcome in her new home and she soon suspects unimaginable 
horrors lie behind a respectable facade. Or is she imagining these 
weird happenings?
Eventually Maddie is framed for a crime she did not commit, and 
she will be sent to the gallows leaving the Everly’s free to continue 
their dark schemes.
On the shelves now!
Hope you find time to wander amongst our library’s spaces….. it 
is only a tiny space but well worth a browse with lots of surprise 
reads  popping up where you least expect them. AC.
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Painter Available

Ph 0279 624 841 or 03 693 9803

Spruce up and protect your
property with a coat of paint! 

Interiors, exteriors, roofs
and weatherboards. 

Pressure washing, airless spraying, 
and a first-rate finish.

Friendly, professional service, good 
rates, excellent local references.

Call Wolffie for a free quote.
Distance no problem.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Servicing Mayfield, Mt Somers, Hinds and South 

Canterbury. 
 

Independent and locally owned.  
Large and small animals. 

Delivery service for all farm supplies. 
 

Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE  
Phone 03 6939060, email 
www.gatewayvets.co.nz 

 
 

24 HOUR ON-CALL 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
Phone: (03) 693 9060 

 

Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE
Phone: 03 693 9060

Email: clinic@gatewayvets.co.nz

GORSE 
SPRAYING

ROSS BROWN CONTRACTING LTD
Registered Chemical Applicator

with 30 years experience
0274819190

www.gorsespraying.co.nz
email:gorseman@hotmail.com

Heybrook Building is part of the New Zealand 
Certified Builders and offers the Halo 10 year 
guarantee for peace of mind building for your 
next project. 

Servicing the Mid Canterbury foothills for over 
10 years, phone Thamis for all your building needs 

 022 354 6524 

heybrookbuilding@gmail.com 

Foothills  News
As usual Spring produces its mixed bag of weather but overall its nice to 
experience some warmer weather and to be able to see and interact with 
neighbours and community over the extended daylight hours.

Reported crime around burglary, theft and damage averages 8 per 
week throughout the District over September.  Those affecting Meth-
ven/Foothills area amount to 4 over the month relate to burglary and 
a stolen vehicle,  around Lismore Mayfield Road, Methven Highway, 
Double Hill Run Road and  Boltons Road.  Don’t assume everything 
on your property is safe, always prepare for “what if ”.  Some crimes 
are opportunistic, others are planned, especially if there is a need for a 
requirement.  When people are vigilant and aware of unusual activity in 
their surroundings, they can act as an additional layer of security.  We 
encourage neighbours to keep an eye out for suspicious behaviour and 
talk to their neighbours.  

Scams – these are on the rise, especially as we are entering into (dare 
I say it) the Christmas period.  When online shopping ensure you are 
buying from a registered, trusted site.  Scams increase on Facebook and 
Marketplace.  Purchasing from Facebook – go to the organisations in-
dividual site.  Market Place – eyeball the product first before paying.  
Also a notable increase in text and email phishing scams impersonating 
banks, NZTA, NZ Post and telecommunications companies. Check 
with the actual company if unsure and do not click on any links!

Take care and keep safe
Ashburton District Neighborhood Support

Neighbourhood
Support
Ashburton District
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JPs in the
Foothills Area

Mayfield
 Jannet Cross 0274 347 958
 Pauline Hewson.03 3036 397.
 Grant Early.0215 141 56
 Alistair Morrison. 0276 024 927
Mt Somers
 Robert Schikker.0211 866 107.
 Anne Marie Allan.0272 843 013.
 Anne Parnham. 0277 676 056.
 Wendy Millichamp.027 459 1277.
Springburn
 Robert Withers.0273 030 138.

A COMMENT:
Once again it is that time of the year, the plant shops 
are well filled with a brilliant display of all manner of 
garden varieties, it is time for planting out. That is if 
you already have prepared the ground and worked 
in plenty of compost and fertilizer. Tomatoes are the 
one plant amongst others which I just have to grow.

I have five plants waiting for me to place them in the 
soil, they have been doing very well in their pots but 
can’t last there any longer.

I refrain from buying tomatoes in the winter months 
as I consider it time to eat other things and what’s 
more they are too expensive. It now being October 
twice I have bought tomatoes, they were very good 
looking, nicely shaped a good size not too big or 
too small, but they lacked one essential thing, the 
most important item and that was flavour. These 
supermarket tomatoes have no flavour, I remember a 
farmer from past times saying that lamb was insipid! 
These so-called tomatoes were certainly insipid. 
I have been given three plants which a friend has 
cleverly raised from seed salvaged from her previous 
years harvest, those plants are growing very well 
having been cared for in my lounge until a week ago 
when I moved them to the veranda to harden up. I 
have also bought two ‘Beafsteak’ plants a variety I 
appear to have success with. The one thing I aim for 
is to have tomatoes that taste like tomatoes, I feel 
confident these grown in my own garden soil will 
be proper tomatoes both in appearance and flavour. 
My growing of tomatoes has not always been a 
success, last year very good two years ago failure 
beyond that I have no records, however, I would 
say that with practice and persistence these types 
of activities tend to improve.

October 22nd, I attended the monthly U3A gathering, 
U3A is for life long learning, and I believe that is very 
good, in this life we can never know or understand 
all that happens or has happened in the world 
we belong to. On this occasion we listened to an 
illustrated lecture by Professor Hallie Buckley, her 
subject ‘The tales dead men and women tell.’ 
That was narrowed down to – Bioarcheological 
investigations of the lost lives and forgotten stories 
of Otago’s gold miners. What a hand full! Professor 
Buckley is a professor in the department of Anatomy 
at University of Otago. Her research covers a wide 
range with interests that focus on the effect of 
different cultural and ecological environments on 
the health and disease of prehistoric peoples in the 
Asia-Pacific region. At about that point I was lost! 
Just what did I learn?

Well, I learnt that these highly skilled academics can 
acquire bones from museums or dig them from very 
old graveyards grind up minute particles of bone 
perhaps 150 or more years old and get a clue as 
to what this unfortunate fellow died of. Is that useful 
to mankind? I would wonder but I just don’t know, 
perhaps if I was a professor of Anatomy I might 
understand. One thing I did learn was that it is rather 
amazing just what these folk can discover about us 
long after we have deceased, perhaps that is a good 
reason to be cremated, although I guess things can 
be learnt from the ashes. I did at one time read of 
the boy king Tutankhamun, the Egyptian boy king 
who’s tomb was discovered in 1922, I don’t know 
how many hundred years he had laid in his tomb but 
those clever archeologists were able to decipher 
somethings from his remains I seem to remember 
that the conclusion was that he had died of a form 
of cancer, he died as a teenager.

But I am not interested in excavating human 
remains, I noted a lady near me who commented 
that it would be better if the room had windows 
that allowed one to view the scenery, windows are 
not favoured in meeting rooms in these times as 
‘Power Point’ presentation don’t work well with too 
much light. It was a well-presented address and 
to prove this there were a number of questions at 
the conclusion. I’m sure a number of attendees got 
considerably more out of it than did I.

Cheers Denis.
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In the world of real estate, finding an agent you can truly rely on is essential. Someone who embodies honesty, reliability, 
integrity, and trustworthiness coupled with a hands-on approach. Look no further than our esteemed real estate agent, 
Jeff Donaldson.

Market knowledge is key to making informed decisions.

Contact Jeff Donaldson today for a confidential chat around your next move. 

Your rural and lifestyle specialist. 

Jeff Donaldson 
Rural & Lifestyle Sales Consultant 

M 027 265 1290  |  E jeff.donaldson@pggwrightson.co.nz

Jeff Donaldson

Call Jeff Today!

www.pggwre.co.nz PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under the REAA 2008.

Check out my Facebook Page for all my latest listings www.facebook.com/JeffDonaldsonPGGWRE/
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Mayfield and Districts 
Lions Report

Cross 
Contracting Ltd

Experienced operators with over 
45 years local knowledge

For all your digging requirements

Phone Ron
021 347 958 or 303 6067

•	 Stock	water	race	cleaning
•	 Irrigation	race	cleaning
•	 Disposable	pits
•	 Soak	Pit	•	Trenches
•	 Gorse	fence	&	shelter	belt	removal
•	 Irrigation	mainline	trenching
•	 Shingle	screening	bucket

•	 Tip	truck	hire
•	 Tree	stump	removal	&	root	raking
•	 Operating	three	diggers
•	 On	farm	shingling	–	laneways,	
stockyards,	water	troughs

•	 Pipe	line	installation	&	repairs
•	 Cow	lane	cleaning

Proudly supporting the Mayfield Show

20
03

06
9

Grader and 20 ton digger available on request

Firewood sales 
People wishing to purchase firewood from our club, we have 
a new contact phone number 027 232 6851
Please use this number and not Ron Cross’s number thanks.
All proceeds for our firewood go back in to our local 
community.       Firewood number: 027 232 6851

L o c a l  H a m i s h 
Y e a t m a n  g a v e 
o u r  m e e t i n g  a 
p resen ta t ion  o f 
his recent trip to 
Australia as part of 
the New Zealand 
University rowing 
team.  They had 
a very successful 
regatta. The rowing 
8 winning 1km, 2km 
and 5 km races.

Our new member David Hutchison, receiving his Lions member 
badge from Hamish Woodhouse as Neil Blake looks on.

Tim Rowe and Tim Clark spoke to our meeting about their work 
as Firefighters, and their experiences fighting fires in Canada 
and Australia.
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ashburtoncranes2015@gmail.com

An open meeting was held at Mayfield with Marthie from 
FENZ talking and Lauriston Fire Brigade who spoke about 
fire safety in the home with the emphasis on human safety 
when a fire happens. A very interesting talk on preventive 
measures we can do in our homes to prevent fires. The need 
for families to have an escape plan and assembly point. We 
were advised to be aware of many things we have and don’t 
think of the age  of the equipment. Example; Multi plug boards 
which have yellowed, need to be replaced. Don’t overload 
these boards with heating devices. Also smoke alarms have 
a life limit. A number of new types of smoke alarms are 
available with wifi.
The need to ensure rapid numbers are in full view in rural 
areas .She explained the different alarms and best placement 

Anama Rural Women
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of these, what to do with oven or pot fires. She also had plenty 
of handouts for attendees. We finished the day by all having 
a go at using the fire extinguisher.
A very good informative talk and thanks to Marthie who was 
very open to questions. 
If you are at the Ashburton show check out the picnic display 
by Provincial Rural Women.
Con tac t  K  K ing  i f 
interested in joining us, 
we meet am on third 
Wednesday of month 
.Phone 027 333 9513. 
Or Betty Greenslade 
027 622 2031.
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MAYFIELD SPRAYING LTD

Tony 027 248 7045
mayfieldspraying@gmail.com

SPRAYING LTD

For all your agricultural spraying and 
liquid fertiliser needs with competitive 

rates phone Tony today.

Family
owned & 
operated

24
62

51
7

Term Four is already here, and we’ve 
got a few busy months ahead for our 
wee centre! We’re excited for a trip to 
Caroline Bay and our annual AGM on 
November 1st.
During the holidays, we held an outdoor 
working bee, and the results are stunning! 
I may be biased, but we’re fortunate 
to have some of the most dedicated, 
passionate, and creative parents. Thanks 
to the generous donation of resources 
and time from the Sloane family, we’ve 
relocated the mound and added a concrete 
track around its base.
October also brought our inaugural 
Alumni Dinner, a wonderful evening of 
reminiscing with past families and raising 
funds for further outdoor improvements.
With summer on the horizon, we’re 
looking forward to seeing the Tamariki 
enjoy plenty of messy water play outside.
We warmly invite new families in the area 
to come visit us! Sessions run from 9:15 
am to 12:15 pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
and Wednesdays.

Mayfield Playcentre

Job Vacancies Available Now:

Apply Online: agstaff.co.nz  |  Phone: 0800 247 8233

Field Staff
Factory Workers 
(days, nights, w/e 
or weekday shifts)

Labourers
Truck Drivers
Farm Assistants
and more...

Full-time    |    Part-time    |    Contract
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Contact Ben Walls for all your
contracting needs

027 436 9133
ben.walls@quigleycontracting.co.nz

www.quigleycontracting.co.nz

Mayfield Pool
AGM

Wednesday
27th November

at 7.00pm 
Panthers Rock
Meeting Room

Everyone is welcome
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Over 30 years experience servicing
and supporting the local community

Mob 027 433 8003O�ce  308 8479 

Web  www.gdc.net.nz  Email  o�ce@gdcgroup.nz
Free Phone 0800 432 583 (GDC LTD)

2 Fords Road, Ashburton  • 106 Hilton Highway, Timaru

Earthworks
• Any type of Earthmoving

Laneways
• Lime capping

Ploughing
• Cable + Waterpipe Installation

Directional Drilling
• Trenchless Technology

Utility Detection Services
• Find it �rst

Demolition
• Residential and Commercial

Call us today for an obligation free quote.
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NEW SEASON 
PEASTRAW FOR 

SALE 
Conventional squares - $7.50 per bale.  

Available in 21 bale bundles only. 

Medium squares - $45.00 per bale. 

Pick up anytime or please enquire about 
delivery options. 

All prices exclude GST. 

Contact James Carr to order: 
Phone: 027 202 6110  
Email: james.carr@stradbrookfarms.co.nz

027 648 6856
ricky@fertsolutions.co.nz

RICKY TAYLOR

www.fertsolutions.co.nz

Liquid
Granule
Lime

Fertil i l iser
Spreading
Specialists

How lovely to have these sunny days to start Term 
4 at Mount Somers Staveley Playcentre. During 
the holidays we had a busy time upgrading the 
sandpit, thanks to local builder Symon Bell, and 
the kids are loving the changes. 
A few mothers were involved in catering last 
month’s Lions’ dinner for fundraising. This went 
very smoothly and we hope they enjoyed their 
meals! 
The children are enjoying warmer days outside in 
the upgraded sandpit and water play in the new 
water trough. There are plans for safety upgrades 
throughout the playground so we are looking 
forward to having these done also. 
The playcentre recently had a visit from Mrs 
Huggins and Beech class at Mount Somers 
Springburn School and it was rewarding to see 
the kids interacting and learn about the first years 
at Primary School. 

Mt Somers Staveley Playcentre

10/22/24, 5:23 PM img_1_1729479340910.jpg (720×960)

file:///Users/jeremyhunter/Desktop/Mt Somers Playcentre/img_1_1729479340910.jpg 1/1

10/22/24, 5:22 PM img_2_1729479373544.jpg (720×960)

file:///Users/jeremyhunter/Desktop/Mt Somers Playcentre/img_2_1729479373544.jpg 1/1

10/22/24, 5:20 PM img_3_1729479391228.jpg (720×540)

file:///Users/jeremyhunter/Desktop/Mt Somers Playcentre/img_3_1729479391228.jpg 1/1

We are looking forward to the Mount Somers 
Christmas Market on 1st December and, 
although Playcentre is not organising it 
this year, we will have a stall selling plants 
and homemade goodies. Make sure you 
pop down to check out the food and crafts 

at the Mount Somers Domain between 
10am - 2pm. 
We’re always happy to see new faces at 
Mount Somers Staveley Playcentre so 
please feel free to call in 9am -12pm every 
Tuesday and Thursday, 50 Pattons Road.
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2-3 hares eat the
equivalant of 1 stock unit 
and reproduce up to 10 

young each year.
Night shooting is the 

most effective method of 
control.

Rifleman Pest Control 
FARMS WANTED!!!!!!!!!!!

 Providing a free service from Mayfield to Methven 
that’s carried out by a local farmer. References available.

All carcasses utilised.

I collect all animals shot and also provide other services 
like possum trapping and

larger game animal control.

Text/Call Laurie Aitken
027 3143 491

riflemannz@gmail.com

Kia ora, Talofa, Mālō e lelei, Namaste, Ni Hao, Bula, Hola,
and Namaste - greetings everyone.

A huge thank you to our Home and School group for the incredible effort 
in making our tamariki’s dream of having swings a reality! When I first 
came to Mayfield, I asked the children what they wanted most, and the 
overwhelming response was “swings!” It’s been a long time coming, but 
thanks to their hard work and  dedication, they’re finally here—and they’re 
already a massive hit! 
Following on from the success of Mayfield: The Movie which we screened 
at Geraldine Cinema last month, we held an Oscars-themed assembly this 
Friday to honour the outstanding work that our tamariki put into the film. 
Here are the recipients of our Mayfield: The Movie Oscars:
Camera Presence: Juliette Carr for confidently engaging with the audience 
and making a strong impression on screen.
Line Memorisation: Maddison Taylor for flawlessly memorising her lines 
and delivering them with ease.
Clear Speaking: Charlotte Whillans  for ensuring her words were slow, 
clear, and easy to understand.
Use of Expression: Bokky Eli for using incredible facial expressions and 
body language that brought the performance to life.
Voice Projection: Taika Blake for making sure his voice was loud enough 
to be heard by all.
Emotional Delivery: Andre Roygard for bringing deep emotion to his role, 
moving the audience with his performance.
Eye Contact: Ash King for consistently maintaining eye contact with the 
camera, creating a real connection with the audience.
Action Sequence: Ollie Baxter for performing the most energetic and 
dynamic scene with enthusiasm.

0274 225 464
www.jholdawaycontracting.com

FOR ALL YOUR SILAGE REQUIREMENTS
Forage Harvesting Silage Baling Chopped Silage-loader Wagons
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Rifleman Pest Control 
FARMS WANTED!!!!!!!!!!!

 Providing a free service from Mayfield to Methven 
that’s carried out by a local farmer. References available.

All carcasses utilised.

I collect all animals shot and also provide other services 
like possum trapping and

larger game animal control.

Text/Call Laurie Aitken
027 3143 491

riflemannz@gmail.com

ANNUAL RAM SALE
26TH NOVEMBER 2024

RYAN CARR 027 432 4022VENDOR:  JAMES CARR 027 202 6110

21 SUFFOLK AND 32 SUFFOLK TEXEL RAMS FOR AUCTION
100 Oakleys Road, Mayfield, Viewing from 12:00pm, Sale begins 1:00 pm 

Est. 1976

Emotional Impact: Ty Austin for delivering a performance that touched the audience.
Best Creative Input: Frankie Fielder for coming up with unique and creative ideas that added flair to 
the project.
Last Friday, our students participated in the Cluster Athletics at Hinds School, and what a beautiful day 
it was! The sun was shining, and our tamariki gave it their all. Not only did they perform brilliantly in 
their events, but they also upheld our school’s HEART values throughout the day. Whether running, 
jumping, or throwing, they gave their best effort and, most importantly, had fun. Seeing our children 
support one another and demonstrate teamwork was something we are always incredibly proud of - ka 
pai, team Mayfield!  A massive congratulations also to the Dream Team for winning the staff race!
With Halloween fast approaching, we’re gearing up for the Spooky Halloween Disco, hosted by our 
amazing Home and School group. It will be held at the Mayfield Memorial Hall on 31st October from 
6-8 pm. With fun activities like Trick or Treat, a Dad Dance-Off Competition, and a Costume Contest 
for both kids and parents, it’s set to be a spook-tacular evening! Gold coin donations on entry will go 
towards KidsCan, so it’s all for a great cause. We hope to see you all there, dressed in your spookiest 
outfits!
We will also be celebrating Gumboot Day to raise awareness about mental health. It’s a day where we 
encourage our tamariki to wear their gumboots, symbolising how some people feel as if they are trudging 
through mud due to mental health struggles. It’s a great opportunity to raise funds and awareness for 
mental health and remind our tamariki about the importance of taking care of their own well-being and 
supporting others.
Looking ahead, a group of our senior students will be attending a Student Hui at Mt Somers-Springburn 
School, along with senior students from other schools within our Kahui Ako. This will be a special time 
for our tamariki to connect with others, share ideas, and learn in a culturally rich environment. It’s 
wonderful to see them engaged in such meaningful experiences, and we know it will be an incredible 
opportunity for growth.
This term our topic centres on the Primary Enterprise Programme (PrEP), which covers financial literacy 
and business skills. Each class will develop their own business venture. They will receive a start-up grant 
of up to $200, and then create products to sell at a Christmas Market with the aim of paying the start-up 
grant back and keeping the profit to do whatever they wish with the money. This will help our tamariki 
learn about budgeting, marketing, and entrepreneurship.
New Enrolments
Here at Mayfield School we welcome all visitors and anyone wishing to enrol their children. We also 
welcome children of any age to be pre-enrolled.  If you would like your child to attend our wonderful 
school please pop in to see me or email me at principal@mayfieldschool.nz or phone 03 3036214
We would love to welcome you here. Nga mihi mahana kia koutou - warm greetings.

Aroha Stewart (Tumuaki/Principal)
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Need Staff For Your Farm?

Call: 021 502 646
Visit: www.nzdairycareers.co.nz
Email: kathryn.haddow@nzdairycareers.co.nz

We have a pool of candidates including
career changers, trainees, experienced

dairy assistants, herd managers etc. from
New Zealand and overseas

Talk to Kathryn today!
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Walk Mt Alford (1171 m)
17 ladies walked Mt Alford  A beautiful hot day.

Photos supplied by Sanae Hydes
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Greg

Jopson

Staveley 101 Boyds Road 

Farming and lifestyle investment

Situated in the Staveley area, on the edge of native bush

with stunning mountain views and the Reid stream

meandering through the property. This is an appealing

rural investment that offers a once in a lifetime purchase

opportunity to buyers seeking a unique holding to land

bank, first farm or develop further. The 53.48 ha holding is

perfectly positioned to enjoy and generate a solid farming

income.

Deadline Sale closes Monday

18th November, 2024 at

12.00pm, (unless sold prior)

View By appointment

Web pb.co.nz/AR194023

Greg Jopson

M 027 447 4382

Mayfield 2441 Arundel Rakaia Gorge Road 

Rural opportunities

Situated in the Mid Canterbury foothills close to Mayfield

this is a perfectly positioned 15.78 ha holding to start your

farming dreams,work or lifestyle base. Featuring a 1980's

five bedroom home with open plan living, two bathrooms

set in sheltered grounds. The property has multiple large

sheds, workshops and paddock subdivision that lends itself

to many enterprises including horse training/adjistment or

calf rearing.

5 2 2

Deadline Sale closes Tuesday

19th November, 2024 at 1.00pm,

(unless sold prior)

View By appointment

Web pb.co.nz/AL180689

Greg Jopson

M 027 447 4382

Mount Somers 212 Prices Road 

"Rutland" - Mt Somers

The sale of "Rutland", held in the vendor's family since

1962, presents an exciting strategic acquisition or

standalone farm purchase opportunity. This attractive Mid

Canterbury foothills farming unit is situated in what is

considered a reliable climatic zone close to Mt Somers, in a

historically tightly held farming area. This quality and

versatile 194 ha farm has a history of dairy support, sheep

breeding, and livestock finishing.

3 1 2

Tender closes 12.00pm, Tue

12th Nov, 2024

View By appointment

Web pb.co.nz/AR192206

Greg Jopson

M 027 447 4382

Mount Somers Hoods Road 

SOLD

1.2 ha - Lifestyle - Bareland

Located within the idyllic Mt Somers village in the Mid

Canterbury foothills. This is a rare opportunity to secure a

bareland lifestyle without covenants in an idyllic rural

location. Motivated vendors have priced their property to

sell and invite interested buyers to register their interest.

Positioned for building and developing your own rural

retreat all within walking distance of the local store,

restaurant/bar, hotel and town amenities.

Greg Jopson

M 027 447 4382

Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008 | pb.co.nz

Proud to be here
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• • 
• • Underpasses
• • Irrigation Mainline Installation
•  • Project Management
• • 
• • Driveways

 

  
 
 
 

  

MAYFIELD MT SOMERS ANGLICAN PARISH 
MID CANTERBURY ANGLICAN  

MINISTRY APPOINTMENT 
  Bishop Peter Carrell has appointed Sage 
Burke as fulltime curate for Anglican Ministry 
in rural Mid Canterbury from November 24, 
ministering across the parishes of Mayfield Mt 
Somers, Methven and Rakaia. 
  Sage and his wife Lara and their children 
Felicity, 8, and Genevieve, 5, will live in the 
vicarage at Methven. Sage, who currently 
lives in Dunedin, will be ordained deacon at 
the Transitional Cathedral in Christchurch on 
November 23, and will be mentored and work 
collegially with Archdeacon Indrea Alexander,  
as he fills his Mid Canterbury role. 
  Sage says: We are thrilled to be coming to 
Mid Canterbury, and very much look forward 
to getting...becoming part of the communities. 
  Indrea welcomes Sage’s appointment with 
joy and anticipation, and invites your prayers 
for him and for his family. 
  The Revs Annette and Harvey Eggleston 
will retire at Christmas, after wonderfully 
faithful ministry in the Mayfield Mt Somers 
Parish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Annette & Harvey’s official farewell will be at 
the 10 a.m. service at St Aidan’s, Mt Somers 
on Sunday December 15. This is also the 
Children’s Christmas Service. 
Arohanui Indrea 
Archdeacon of Mid Canterbury 
 

ANGLICAN SERVICES 
Priest: Rev Annette Eggleston 

Holy Communion 
Nov 3   10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers 
Nov 17 10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers  
Dec 1   10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers 
 

 
 

CRISTCHURCH CITY MISSION - MEAT & 
FOOD DONATIONS (especially meat) 

Please contact Harvey & Annette Eggleston 
on 3024 006 if you have donations  
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Parish Priest - Rev Annette Eggleston  
Email: harann000@gmail.com 3024 006  
Church Warden – Pauline Hewson 3036 397  
Church Warden, Secretary / Treasurer  
- Marion Jacobson 027 3607 180  
Email: marion.i.jacobson@gmail.com 



  

ISSUE NINETY TWO The Nor’wester  NOVEMBER  2024

23

Photos supplied by Sanae Hydes

Janene McDowell
027 287 3388
rentals2.ashburton@raywhite.com

Janene McDowell and Carey Von Lubke

Professional Property Managementt

96 Tancred Street,  Ashburton  •   rwashburton.co.nz   •   03 307 8317

Good Property 
  Management 
   doesn’t cost, 
     it pays!

Carey Von Lubke
027 697 6948
rentals.ashburton@raywhite.com

Call our Property Management team today or  
 drop into our office for a no obligation chat 
  about current demand, values, legislation 
   changes, or a general ‘investment health 
    check’ on your rental portfolio.
        

        Let Ashburtons only REINZ accredited 
          Property Management team take care of 
           your investment property.

Real Estate Mid Canterbury Property Management Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

Walk Little Mt Peel 16th October 
5 ladies walked Little Mt Peel. It’s a misty cloudy day. 10 ladies walked 
Acland Falls Track and other tracks around there for 21/2 hours.

Walk Stour Valley & Balmacaan Saddle 9th October
It was a chilly and windy day. 6 ladies walked Stour Valley and
5 ladies walked Balmacaan Saddles.
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